




























































































































































































































































































































































The Governors’
Pages

An update of the
Southeast Section History

From
1987 to the Present



Mary Fletcher -  Gov. 1987-1989
OFFICERS:
Mary Fletcher, Governor, Florida Suncoast
Vice Governor, Lee Orr, Blue Ridge
Secretary, Norma McReynolds, Spaceport
Treasurer, Nancy Wrenn, Carolinas
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN:
Aerospace Education/Careers: Barbara Cochrane
Amelia Earhart Scholarship:  Hazel Monroe
Bylaws and 501(c)3: Judy Hall
Current Events:  Bonnie Carr
Forest of Friendship: Irene Wirtschafter
Historian: Ruth Thomas
Insurance: Susie Sewell
Legislative Information: Bonnie Gann
Membership/66 Program: Alexis Ewanchew
NIFA: Fran Sargent
Scrapbook: Mira Eischner

SECTION MEETINGS
FALL 1987 Florida Suncoast Chapter, Clearwater Beach, Nancy Wright Chairman
SPRING 1988 Deep South, Perry, GA Judy Hall Chairman
FALL 1988 Florida Gulfstream Chapter, Pompano Beach, FL Sue Perrigo Chairman
SPRING 1989 Kitty Hawk Chapter, Ashboro, NC Hazel Monroe Chairman



The 1989 – 1991 Southeast Section officers were installed in New Orleans.

OFFICERS:
Lee Orr, Blue Ridge, Governor
Constance Wilds, FL Goldcoast, Vice-Governor
Nancy Wright, FL Suncoast, Secretary
Nancy Wrenn, Carolinas, Treasurer
Mary Fletcher, FL Suncoast, Immediate Past Governor

Fall 1989 – hosted by FL Suncoast at Clearwater Beach.

Spring 1990 – hosted by North Georgia in Atlanta.

Fall 1990 – hosted by FL Goldcoast in Miami.  In September 1990 Lee attended the first joint
meeting of the Governors Council and the International Board.  The Governors Council,
established at the 1990 Convention, serves in an advisory capacity to the International
Board.

Spring 1991 – hosted by Alabama at Guntersville State Park where members were presented
with The Key to the City.  All attending enjoyed the relaxed feeling with golf, fishing, tennis,
hiking, camping, etc. being available.  Members had an opportunity to shop at Boaz Outlet
City or visit the original Space and Rocket Center in Huntsville. The Spaceport Chapter will
sponsor a "pilot" project, the BFR Service, with the approval of the International Board.  BFR
Service includes Bed and Breakfast, Fun and Friendship, and a Ride or Rescue to/from the
airport.  Donations would assist in the printing of The 99 News.

Lee Orr - Gov. 1989-1991

Following her term as Governor of the Southeast Section, Lee
was elected an International Director.



The 1991- 1993 Southeast Section officers were installed at Guntersville State Park, Alabama.

OFFICERS
:
Connie Wilds, FL Goldcoast, Governor

Fall 1991 – hosted by Mississippi at Biloxi.

Spring 1992 – hosted by the Carolinas at Wilmington, NC.

Fall 1992 – hosted by Mid-Tennessee at Memphis.

Spring 1993 – hosted by the Foothills chapter.

Constance (Connie) Wilds - Gov. 1991-1993



Nancy Lucile Wright - Gov. 1993-1995
The officers during my tern as Governor were: Vice Governor,
Vickie Lynn Sherman. Secretary, Jacqueline Hite Marsh. Trea-
surer, Julia “Judy” Corbett Hall. My Section meetings were held
in Destin, Florida, New Orleans, Louisana, Chattanooga, Tennes-
see and St. Petersburg, Florida.

I was installed as Governor in Destin, Florida in the
Panhandle. A great meeting and shortly after that,
the Chapter folded. I won the raffle...a beautiful
hand knitted afghan made by Peggy Mayo, now
deceased. and now even more precious. The enter-
tainment for the dinner was Sonny and Cher. A real
hoot!

   My second section was joint meeting with the South
Central Section in New Orleans. The Section was chaired
by Lisa Cotham. What a terrific time of year for all of their
planned activities. We had dinner at Pat O’Brien’s and a
wonderful Halloween Costume Party. Jim and I went as
Cone Heads.
   My third Section Meeting was held in Chattanooga, TN.
We stayed at the Chattanooga Chocho. We had our

Chairman’s Breakfast in one of the
original Cho Chodining Cars. The
highlight of the meeting for me was
the attendance of Jessie Woods and
Evelyn Johnson...Mama Bird.
   My fourth Section Meeting was held
in St. Petersburg, FL. The hotel was
about a block from Albert Whitted
Airport (a real help in the transporta-
tion department).  In Chattanooga we

adopted naked teddy bears and brought them back to this
section fully dressed in many imaginative costumes. We sold
them at auction and raised $800. We held a scholarship
luncheon honoring Amelia Earhart,  Bonnie and Archie Gann,
and the Jessie Woods Spacecamp winners. We had dinner by
the pool with dancing and a feature presentation from Elvis.
Great fun and great entertainment.
   I loved my two years as governor. I met with many old friends
and made many new ones. A special thank you to my wonder-
ful officers.. and a very special thanks to my parliamentarian,
Jaye Hudgens. When I left office we had 714 members in the
Southeast Section. A real tribute to Nancy Miller SE Member-
ship chair and all of the Chapter membership chairs.
 A big thank you to the SE Section for electing me Governor.



Vicki Lynn Sherman, Governor
International President 2000 - 2002
1995, the Fall Section meeting sponsored by the Gulf Stream Chapter in Fort Lauderdale,Florida was a
wonderful first exposure to the membership and the customs of our Section. I remember the comaradiere,
friendship, and the fun we all had on our cruise out of Port Miami arranged by Connie Wilds who as past
governor inducted me in the office of Governor when I first began to understand the nature of the responsibility
I was assuming. This was the year when we began the consideration of a new category of Academic Pilot for
women beginning their training as pilots and future members of our organization.  During this meeting, I was
surprised and pleased to be inducted as an honorary member of the Gulf Stream Chapter.
In 1996, the Spring Section meeting was sponsored by the Kitty Hawk Chapter at Wilmington, North Caro-
lina.  I have pleasant memories of the cruise that we took on the Cape Fear River and the silent auction for
numerous prizes in a successful money raising project. During this year the International Board of Directors
adopted the proposed category of Academic Pilot proposed in 1995.
In the Fall of 1996, the Spaceport Chapter hosted the Section meeting in St. Augustine, Florida.  We enjoyed
visiting the historic sites of the "oldest city" exploring the Fort and walking the reconstructed main street of the
first town in the New World which later became the United States. This was the year I remember flying the
poker hands and painting many 99 compass roses on the airports of the Southeast Section.
In the Spring of 1997, the Section meeting was sponsored by the North Georgia Chapter in Atlanta and we
square danced with "real cowboys" at the FBO at the Peachtree Airport.  I had the honor of being elected as
Governor Spokesperson by the Council of Governors and began to understand the important role that governors
play in advising the Board of Directors of issues important to the grass root members of the organization,
suggesting policies and changes needed to keep our organization a dynamic force in aviation.
   I remember the tragic crash which took the life of Bonnie and Archie Gann when their plane went in the
water at Walker's Cay in the Bahamas.  From this tragedy, we developed "The Bonnie and Archie Gann Scholar-
ship Fund", which continues to help deserving pilots achieve their CFI ratings.
   In 2000, I was elected International President of The 99s and with the help of my Board of Directors restruc-
tured the headquarter's operation.  In my first year, the West Canada Section sponsored the International
Conference at Calgary where we attended the "stampede" and square danced in a truly International meeting.
That year I traveled and enjoyed the hospitality of Sections throughout the United States with the idea of
encouraging the expansion of membership and our fellowship.  I then had the opportunity to travel through
twelve European countries meeting with three Sections, with the assistance of our overseas members flying in
the tightly controlled airpsace in which our European members operate.  I particularly recall the warm hospital-
ity of the German and Hungarian Sections.  The experience and contacts that I was fortunate enough to make
has continued to pay dividends to The 99s allowing us to add the Hungarian Section and most recently led to
formation of the Norwegian Section approved at the 2007 Conference held in Boulder, Colorado.
   It has been an honor to have represented The 99s and functioning as a past International President contin-

ues to be a rewarding experience enjoyed with 99 friends of many years to continue the expansion of The 99s
and our Sections scattered across the world.

Marie Grein -  Gov. 2005 - 2007Vicki Lynn Sherman -  Gov. 1995 - 1997

Installation of Section Officers 1995



The 1997- 1998 Southeast Section officers were installed in North Georgia.

OFFICERS:
Judy Hall, Deep South, Governor
Eileen Malan, Carolinas, Vice-Governor
Cheryl Cichocki, FL Gulf Stream, Secretary
Hilda Ray, Alabama, Treasurer
Vicki Lynn Sherman, FL Spaceport, Immediate Past Governor

Fall 1997 – hosted by FL Gold Coast at Coconut Grove.  During the business meeting, the
Southeast Section was asked to contribute $1,000.00 for the SE Cabinet.  The By-Law Com-
mittee completed the update of the By-Laws.  They will now be sent to Lisa Cotham and
Anne Roethke for finalizing before the members will vote on them..

Spring 1998 – hosted by Kitty Hawk at New Bern, SC.  The updated Section By-Laws were
approved.  Margaret Riddle conducted PIC simulator time.  The banquet was held on the
Crystal Queen Dinner Cruise with Jill Merrill speaking about "The Ultimate Experience:
Flying the F16".

Fall 1998 – hosted by the New Orleans Chapter in New Orleans.  The original meeting was
postponed because of a hurricane and the meeting finally held in November was not as well
attended as hoped and the weather still was not great.  Although all the business was taken
care of, the other activities were changed because of the weather.  Instead of competing in a
Spot Landing Contest with real airplanes, we all landed paper airplanes on a chalk runway.
We threw flour bombs at a sidewalk target.  In other words, we adapted, as all Ninety-Nines
have learned to do.

Spring 1999 – hosted by the Carolinas Chapter at Myrtle Beach, SC.  New Section officers
were installed and Bonnie & Archie Gann Scholarships were awarded to a young woman and
a young man who want to teach others to fly.  The $1,000.00 each scholarships are awarded
to those desiring to earn a Certified Flight Instructor Rating, one each to a man and a
woman each year.  Members attending the meeting participated in many fun and educa-
tional activities.

Judy Hall - Gov. 1997-1999



OFFICERS:
Eileen Malan, Carolinas, Governor
Hilda Ray, Alabama, Vice-Governor
Lisa Cotham, New Orleans, Secretary
Jaye Hudgins, Alabama, Treasurer
Judy Hall, Deep South, Immediate Past President

Fall 1999 – hosted by Deep South and held in Warner
Robins, GA.  A highlight of the meeting was a trip to the
Museum of Aviation at Robins Air Force Base.  This in-
cluded a guided tour and a reception.

Spring 2000 – hosted by the Alabama Chapter at Mobile.

Fall 2000 – hosted by the FL Suncoast chapter.

Spring 2001 – hosted by Tennessee at Gatlinburg.

Eileen Malan - Gov. 1999-2001



The 2001-2003 Southeast Section officers
were installed in Gatlinburg, TN.

OFFICERS:
Lisa Cotham, New Orleans Chapter, Governor
Cheryl Cichocki, Florida Gulf Stream Chapter,
Vice-Governor
Cynthis Basamania, Carolinas Chapter, Secretary
Reba Ludlow, Florida First Coast Chapter, Treasurer
Eileen Malan, Carolinas Chapter, Immediate Past
Governor

   The term was primarily focused on the 2003 Interna-
tional Conference in Huntsville, AL and the second
round of training for the national NASA Ambassador
Program and its associated grant, which was awarded
to Florida Suncoast and Florida First Coast Chapters.
   The Section meeting schedule was probably one of
the most challenging – ever!
   Fall 2001 – Huntsville, AL, hosted by the Section
officers.  Planned to introduce Section members to the
2003 convention site, including Space and Rocket
Center.
   Spring 2002 – FL Lauderdale, FL, hosted by Florida
Gulf Stream Chapter.  Held during the Sea-Air Airshow.
It was during this meeting that we presented, for the
first time, two new awards I implemented as Governor,
the Governor’s Service Award to recognize an outstand

ing Section member or Chapter and the 491/2 of the
Year.
   Fall 2002 – Originally scheduled for Oct. 4-6, in
Bay St. Louis, MS, by New Orleans Chapter.   The
meeting was cancelled just three days in advance
when Hurricane Lili reached peak winds of 140 mph
upon entering the northern Gulf of Mexico. Only
seven days before, Hurricane Isidore had churned
up the waters enough to bring the cooler deeper
water to the surface, greatly eliminating Lili’s fuel
supply.  Lili dramatically decreased in size and
intensity, but not soon enough to spare the resched-
uling of the meeting.
   Florida First Coast Chapter, in the Jacksonville-St.
Augustine, FL area, literally, in just weeks, orga-
nized the Fall Meeting.  Held near Thanksgiving,
Chapter members provided a wonderful potluck
luncheon much in the Pilgrim spirit, a very well
received first for the Section.
   Spring 2003 – While scrambling to find a conve-
nient, short-notice location to hold the Fall 2002
meeting, it was announced that the Aviation World’s
Fair, slated for Newport News, VA, in April 2003 and
the venue for our Spring Section meeting, was
cancelled!  Section officers, trying to find an easily
accesssible, central location, selected Charlotte, NC,
where the 2003-2005 Section officers were in-
stalled.

Lisa Cotham - Gov. 2001-2003

Elected International Director 2005-2007 and 2007 - 2009



OFFICERS:
Cheryl Cichocki, Florida Gulf Stream Chapter, Governor
Millie Thomas, Florida First Coast Chapter, Vice-Governor
Mary Gibson, Florida First Coast Chapter, Secretary
Marie Grein, Florida Suncoast Chapter, Treasurer
Lisa Cotham, New Orleans Chapter, Immediate Past Governor

Fall 2003 – hosted by Florida Suncoast at Clearwater Beach. Local female pilots and FWP
were invited to the Town Meeting where flying experiences were shared.  The Section voted
to give $1,500.00 to the 99s Building in Lakeland.  It was announced that the Southeast
Section Website has been established---www.ses99s.org

Spring 2004 – hosted by Florida Gulf Stream in Dania, FL.  Jody McCarrell, International
President, and Elaine Morrow, International Vice-President, were present.  In the business
meeting, it was decided to have two section meetings: Spring, business and fun; Fall, busi-
ness.  Members decided to donate $1.00 of the $5.00 rebate to International to help pay
insurance costs. Deborah Anderson, chairman of the newly chartered Chattanooga Tennes-
see Chapter, received the charter from Jody McCarrell.

Fall 2004 – hosted by Millie Thomas at her home in Green Cove Springs.  Members of the FL
First Coast joined in the potluck lunch and some folks stayed for the business session.
Much interest was shown in the website, with many suggestions given for links

Spring 2005 – hosted by the Southeast Section at the Meterie Sheraton. Elaine Morrow,
International President, and Pat Prentiss, International Vice-President, were present.  After
listening to Pat describe the urgent need to repair the floor of the Archive Room, members
voted to donate $1,000.00 to that cause. Elaine and Pat installed the new officers (2005 –
2007) in a lighthearted manner.

Cheryl Cichocki -  Gov. 2003 - 2005

New Chattanooga Chapter: L-R Elaine Morrow, Deborah
Anderson, Jody McCarrell and Cheryl Cichocki



OFFICERS:
Marie Grein, Florida Suncoast Chapter, Governor
M. Corbi Bulluck, Kitty Hawk Chapter, Vice-Governor
Virgilea Sworts, Memphis Chapter, Secretary
Doreen "Dorie" Richter, Kitty Hawk Chapter, Treasurer
Cheryl Cichocki, Florida Gulf Stream Chapter, Immediate
Past Governor
Fall 2005 – hosted by North Georgia, in Atlanta, Georgia.
Members present voted to move money from the savings
account to a CD to receive greater interest.  Chapters
signed up to be hosts for future section meetings.  The
biggest issue was that of improving communication
between chapters and between chapters and section.
Sherri Platt volunteered to be the "link" and chapter
representatives volunteered to participate.
During the Saturday luncheon, Catherine Cavagnaro
received her sash since she was one of two SE Amelia
Earhart Scholarship winners (Gisle Hartl was the other)
and will receive the medal in Washington, DC next year.
Spring 2006 – hosted by Kitty Hawk, in Fayetteville, NC.
Held during the Fourth Friday and 24th Annual Dogwood
Festival, members were able to enjoy wandering around
the town.  Reports, awards, and completing the section
meeting schedule were taken care of during the business
meeting.  Cheryl Stearns, Kitty Hawk member, a parachut-
ist, spoke of her previous experiences and her effort to
break her record  "high altitude parachuting".  The
evening activities (reception and dinner) were held in the
Airborne and Special Operations Museum with Mark
Grady, a pilot and radio/TV host, as speaker.
Fall 2006 – hosted by the Tennessee Chapter, in
Gatlinburg, TN.  Elaine Morrow, Immediate Past President,
joined us and enjoyed the mountains as much as the rest
of us. In the business meeting, much discussion centered
on the issue of the 491/2s.  Our section decided anyone---
male or female---who supported a Ninety-Nine would be
regarded as a 49 1/2.  Catherine Cavagnaro spoke to us
about Airframe Icing.
Spring 2007 – hosted by the FL Spaceport chapter.  In
addition to the chapter reports and the chairmen’s report,
Pat Prentiss, International President, presented a lovely
vase representing the new charter, to Jessica Stearns,
Chairman of the newly formed FL Paradise Coast Chapter.
Pat also installed the new officers for 2007-2009.  The
luncheon speaker was Brigadier General Susan Helms,
commander of Patrick Air Force Base.  General Helms
narrated a film taken of her six-month stay on the Interna-
tional Space Station.  There were many envious females in
the audience!

Marie Grein -  Gov. 2005 - 2007
99s International Conference August, 2005 –
hosted by the New Zealand Chapter.  The Southeast
Section had 9 members present: Lisa Cotham (who was
elected an International Director), Allie Franke, Harriett
Hall, Lee Leger-Miller, Lee Orr, Pam Rochowiak, Ann
Roethke, Connie Wilds, and Marie Grein.  "Kia Ora"

99s International Conference 2006 – hosted by the
Mid-Atlantic Section.  Headquartered in Washington,
DC, members had an ideal opportunity to visit the
monuments, historical buildings, government build-
ings, etc.  A special treat was the cocktail reception at
the Watergate Hotel, which honored the WASPs.  The
installation of the new International Board occurred---
Pat Prentiss, the new International President.  A large
number of SE Section members attended.

Installation ‘05-’07: IP Elaine Morrow, Pat Prentiss, IVP.
Marie Grein, Corbi Bulluck, and Virgilea Walden

Fall Section Meeting ‘05 Atlanta

Shown here l-r: Lee Orr, Marie Grein, Allie Franke,
Lee Leger=Miller



Corbi Bulluck -  Gov. 2007 - 2009
OFFICERS:
Corbi Bulluck, Kitty Hawk Chapter, Governor
Catherine Cavagnaro, Tennessee Chapter, Vice-
Governor
Rebecca "Becky" Ritter, Florida Goldcoast Chapter,
Secretary
Barbara Yeninas, Florida Suncoast Chapter, Secretary
Marlene Raseta, Kitty Hawk Chapter, Treasurer
Marie Grein, Florida Suncoast Chapter, Immediate
Past Governor
Fall 2007 – hosted by the Alabama Chapter in Birmingham,
AL.  Friday evening featured a fabulous "Meet ‘n Greet"
reception with a bounty of delicious hors d’oeuvres.  At the
Saturday Business meeting, attendees voted to request that
the International Board of Directors email the HQ Dispatch
to all 99s, as well as have all new members automatically
enrolled in the 99s Email Network, with the ability to opt
out.  The members also voted to submit a proposed Bylaw
change that would amend the membership requirements to
include military equivalents.  Afterwards, attendees had a
lesson on the reference material found in the Members-only
section of the website and how to join the Email Networks.
After the Business Meeting, many attendees enjoyed lunch
at the famous Irondale Cafe, the original Whistle Stop Café
from the movie Fried Green Tomatoes.  On Saturday night,
we enjoyed drinks and dinner at the Southern Museum of
Flight, where we were able to wander through the many
exhibits.  Local actress Dolores Hydock performed "At Home
Between Earth and Sky: Voices from Chandler Mountain."
Spring 2008 – hosted by the Carolinas Chapter in Myrtle
Beach, SC where we enjoyed a wonderful hotel on the
beach.  At Saturday’s Business Meeting, attendees voted
that the interest earned on the Section’s savings account
and CD be added to the Governors Expense budget.
Members voted reimburse the International Board represen-
tative up to $100 to help offset the personal financial burden
incurred to attend our meetings.  Chapters were advised to
verify their individual state’s laws regarding the legality of
raffles.  Chapters were also reminded to obtain insurance
permits from Headquarters for flying and non-flying events.
Due to changes in IRS regulations, the Section will be
working with all chapters to insure compliance with
501(c)(3) requirements.  Aviation Activity awards and
certificates were presented to ten chapters.  At our lun-
cheon, Barbara Harris-Para spoke about her aviation
experiences.
Fall 2008 – hosted by the Florida Suncoast Chapter in St.
Petersburg, FL.  During the Business Meeting, members
voted to have the Southeast Section Officers develop a
rotation plan for our Section Meetings.  Chapter Chairman
Manuals were provided to all Chairmen in attendance.
Looking ahead, members voted to use Section funds to pay
for the Saturday afternoon recruiting function at the
Pensacola Spring 2009 Section Meeting.  Afterwards,
attendees were explored tools and practices that Interna-
tional might provide to chapters to help the chapters to be
more successful and shared ideas for successful

fundraising, meetings, and activities.  Attendees at Saturday
evening’s poolside banquet were entertained by an actor portraying
pilot Tony Janus who flew the first commercial flight, which was
from St. Petersburg to Tampa in 1914.
Spring 2009 – hosted by the Southeast Section, in Pensacola, FL.
Seminars on Aerospace Education and using the Online Directory
were presented on Friday afternoon, followed by a beachside
reception.  At Saturday’s Business Meeting, attendees voted to give
$100.00 to the Endowment Fund, in addition to making a $50.00
donation in the name of the Outstanding 99 in the Southeast
Section for the coming year.  Winner of the Outstanding 99 of the
Year was Sonia Bortolin, FL Goldcoast Chapter.  After the meeting,
members took an open-air trolley to the National Naval Aviation
Museum, where we hosted a "Women Pilots Reception" for 99s and
all other women pilots who live within 150 miles of Pensacola.  We
had very encouraging comments from our guests and believe that
we planted the seeds to start a new chapter in the area.  After the
Saturday evening reception and dinner, guest speaker CarolAnn
Garratt shared her story about the world-record setting flight she
made around the world in her Mooney.
Significant Achievements:
•Over a 2-year period, two Section activities (the Kitty Hawk
Chapter Golf Tournament and the FL Suncoast/FL Goldcoast Fly-In)
raised almost $7,000 for The 99s Fly for Breast Cancer Cure.
•Jaime Gonzales, New Orleans Chapter, was awarded a 2008
Amelia Earhart Scholarship (Multi-Engine Instrument rating).
•Cheryl Stearns, Kitty Hawk Chapter, was awarded the Amelia
Earhart Pioneering Achievement Award recipient at the 2007
Amelia Earhart Festival and was inducted into the Arizona Aviation
Hall of Fame.
•Evelyn Bryan Johnson, Tennessee Chapter, was awarded the
Katherine Stinson Award at the National Aeronautic Association’s
Fall Awards Banquet on October 29, 2007.
•The Tennessee Chapter held a wonderful birthday celebration for
chapter member Evelyn Bryan Johnson, who turned 99s years
young in November 2008.
•The North Georgia Chapter and the Deep South Chapter com-
bined to form the Georgia Chapter.
•Southeast Section member CarolAnn Garratt and Austin Chapter
member Carol Foy set a world record in December 2008 when they
flew CarolAnn’s Mooney around the world in just over eight days to
raise money for ALS (Lou Gehrig's Disease) research.



 2009 - 2011 
                                                 Lisa Cotham Pizani---2009-2011 
 
Lisa Cotham was installed as Southeast Governor on May 2, 2009 at the Spring Section 
meeting held in Pensacola, Florida. 
 
Officers: Lisa Cotham, Governor (New Orleans) 
              Marlene Raseta, Vice-Governor (Kitty Hawk) 
              Judy Bowser, Secretary (Florida Suncoast) 
              Nan Salomon,Treasurer (Blue Ridge) 
              Corbi Bullock, Immediate Past Governor (Kitty Hawk) 
 
Fall SE Section meeting, 2009---Ashville, NC 
Business: 1) section SOPS are being developed; 2) Terry Carbonell will work with 
chapters to regain SE Section chapters 501-c-3 tax status. 
 
Spring SE Section meeting, 2010---Fort Lauderdale, FL  
Business: 1) Treasurer Nan Salomon resigned.  Hanna-Mari Solo volunteered to serve 
the remainder of Nan's term; 2)Marlene Raseta stated the SOPs for Governor and Vice-
Governor are completed.  Secretary and Treasurer SOPs are being developed. 
 
International Conference was held in Hawaii, 2010.  Academic Member category is 
cancelled; they will pay $60.00, International dues, and $5.00, section dues at next 
renewal. 
 
Fall SE Section meeting, 2010---Nashville, TN;  a combined section meeting, with North 
Central. 
Business: 1) planned an organizational meeting for the proposed FL Panhandle 
chapter; 2) the new SE Section meeting rotation is completed; 3) Homeland Security 
determined all airplanes must be registered yearly. 
 
Spring SE Section meeting, 2011---Lafayette, LA; a combined section meeting with 
South Central. 
Business: 1) Hanna-Mari Solo, treasurer, reported the Board of Directors paid the IRS 
$3,000.00 for the SE Section Group Exemption filing fee.  Members present voted that 
the money be taken from section money, not chapter donations. 2) the decision was 
made that the SE Section host the 2014 International Conference of 99s at a place to 
be determined. 3) Bylaw change---at any section meeting the presence of 40% of the 
chapters in the SE Section shall constitute a quorum for that meeting. 
 
International Conference was held in Oklahoma, OK, in 2011. 
 
Personal news---Lisa was married to Armand Pizani in 2011. 
 



 2011 – 2015 

 OFFICERS: 

Governor:       Judy Bowser (Paradise Coast) 2011-2012 
              Terry Carbonell (Paradise Coast) 2012-2015 
Vice Governor:  Terry Carbonell (Paradise Coast) 2011-2012 
                                Sonia Bortolin (FL Goldcoast) 2012-2015 
Secretary:      Ursula Davidson (FL Goldcoast) 2011-2013 
                   Mae Marquet (New Orleans) 2013-2015 
Treasurer:     Hanna Mari-Salo (Kitty Hawk) 2011-2015 
Directors:     Myra Bugbee (FL Goldcoast) 2014-2015 
                               Marilyn Shafer (FL Suncoast) 2014-2015 
Immediate Past Governor:  Lisa Cotham-Pizanni  (New Orleans) 2011-2013 

SECTION MEETINGS:   

Fall 2011: Fort Myers, FL hosted by Paradise Coast Chapter – Girls being girls, a pajama party 
was the theme of the Saturday evening banquet capping off a whirlwind weekend of fun and 
educational activities. Amy Laboda presented the Write Brothers Master Pilot award to Jessica 
Stearns after her seminar about new aviation technologies. The Bahamas Ministry of Tourism 
was also on hand to talk about flying to the Bahamas and eAPIS requirements. 

Spring 2012: Pinehurst, NC hosted by Kitty Hawk Chapter – Pigs really do fly and the Kitty 
Hawk Chapter proved this when Corbi Bullocks’ family hosted a flyin’ pig BBQ for the 99s. We 
“pigged out” while we listened to the history of the Gillium-McConnell Airport in North Carolina. 
Hanna Mari-Salo CFII provided an informative presentation on aviation and flight safety and 
ADM. Our business meeting focused on the wayward 501(c)(3) group exemption and our efforts 
at re-gaining group status. 

Fall 2012: Macon, GA hosted by Georgia Chapter – Our historical tour of Macon was made 
complete when Judy Hall, a longtime resident of Macon, out-shined the tour bus driver with her 
intimate knowledge of the community and its history. Heather Hutton talked to us about her 
experiences with discrimination in aviation – a woman in a man’s world. We learned about 
Pilots-n-Paws and had a FAASTeam Representative present a safety seminar. The 99s and their 
guests had the opportunity to learn about aviation history through the Warner-Robbins 
Museum. Our business meeting focused on Chapter revitalization and introduced us to the big 
picture of planning the 2014 International 99s Conference in New Orleans. 

Spring 2013: Mobile, AL hosted by SE Section – Ladies: Start your engines! Continental Motors 
hosted a factory tour and very informative seminar on care and feeding of your engine.  The 99s 
and guests also enjoyed a trip through history with a tour of the USS Alabama Battleship and the 
Mardi Gras Museum. The Mobile Boys & Girls Club hosted our hospitality room and interviewed 
the 99s about their aviation careers. The business meeting focused on the upcoming 2014 

 



 2011 – 2015 

 International Convention, our still elusive group 501(c)(3) exemption and the International by 
laws amendment. 

Fall 2013: Biloxi, MS hosted by Mississippi Chapter – Strap yourselves in: we are going for a 
ride! And what a ride it was for the Fall Section meeting. Our hosts provided an outstanding day 
of educational events including a visit to the Hurricane Hunters where we toured the C-130 
Hercules, saw the WC-130J simulator in action and watched the ATC trainees. Then, we headed 
off to the Stennis Airport and the Aerojet Rocketdyne Facility to learn what billions of dollars of 
rocket engines look like. What an incredible facility. We finished the day at Shade Tree Airport 
with Stenson rides, an old fashioned airport barbecue and an aviation movie. The business 
meeting focused on the International 99s Scholarship Registry, the upcoming 2014 International 
Conference to be hosted by the Southeast Section, Chapter reports in rapid fire and the 
resurrection of the Gann Memorial Scholarship. We also recognized out newest chapter, Middle 
Tennessee Chapter and rolled out the new Section fundraiser: new 99s logo charms. 

Spring 2014: Charleston, SC hosted by Carolinas Chapter – The sleepy little town of 
Charleston was awakened by the thundering herd of 99s coming to town. International 
Representative Dianna Cole said it was the most fun she had ever had at a Section meeting. We 
had lots of time to explore the town for shopping, the waterfront and horse & buggy rides. Our 
educational segment consisted of a visit to tour a C-17 Globemaster. We officially regocnized our 
newest Chapter, Emerald Angels of the Gulf Coast Chapter and installed our first ever Directors 
of the SE Section, Myra Bugbee and Marilyn Shafer. 

Fall 2014:  Knoxvile, TN hosted by the Tennessee Chapter – International Representative 
Susan Larson learned the art of “voluntold-ism” during our cool fall weekend in the Tennessee 
Mountains. Our newest chapter, St. Croix Paradise Chapter attended from St. Croix via Facetime. 
It was a hoot to see tropical palm trees amidst the fall foliage. We finally got to announce to the 
members that we got our 501(c)(3) group exemption. Educational seminars included aerobatics 
with a free ride won by Elina Lunin, social media and a sheriff helicopter demonstration. 

Spring 2015: St Petersburg, FL hosted by the FL Suncoast Chapter – International 
Representative Marjy Leggett was on hand to witness the changing of the guard for the SE 
Section. The Flamingo Fundango saw the first ever meeting of Mommy Pilots group with an 
educational seminar about flying with children and a premier of the WASP documentary “Silver 
Wings, Flying Dreams. The SE Section is leading the 99s in creating a family friendly section 
meeting to encourage Mommy Pilots and to make them know they are welcomed in the 99s; and 
in doing so provided child care for our 33s.  In being more inclusive we also saw the inclusion of 
five chapters via Facetime/Skype at the business meeting. Georgia, Memphis, FL Gulstream, Blue 
Ridge and St. Croix Island Paradise Chapters has the opportunity to take part in the meeting and 
give their chapter reports. 



 2011 – 2015 

 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE: In 2014 the SE Section through the New Orleans Chapter, 
served as the host of the International Conference in New Orleans, LA. It was an awesome 
International Convention featuring a vendor hall and the CAMI portable high altitude chamber. 
There were any educational seminars plus tours for every taste. As usual, the hospitality suite, 
New Orleans style, was not to be missed. Hosting a successful International Conference was the 
final straw in securing the financial stability of the Southeast Section. Not only was the Section 
able to make a profit; but it was also shared with the International BOD. 

 

Our Section faced and overcame many challenges during these four (4) years. While it was a lot 
of work, it was both an honor and a pleasure to serve as the SE Section Governor for 3 years. Our 
accomplishments were:  

*   Cleaning up many of the Section and Chapter paperwork snafus including re-gaining our 
Group IRS 501(c)(3) exemption. 

*   Rebounding and growing our numbers from 454 members to 552; adding three (3) new 
Chapters (Middle Tennessee Chapter - May 2013; Emerald Angels of the Gulf Coast Chapter – 
January 2014; St Croix Island Paradise Chapter - July 2014) 

*   Revitalizing our Chapters so we have thriving, active Chapters 

*   Adding two (2) new director positions to our board and electing and installing directors to fill 
those positions 

*   Updating SOPs and By Laws to include electronic voting and holding no balloting where each 
candidate runs for office unopposed 

*   Providing financial stability to the Section by creating the 99s new logo charm and hosting a 
very successful International Conference. 

*   Resurrecting and awarding the Gann Memorial Scholarship 

*   Providing child care for a section meeting to allow inclusion of Mommy Pilots with children 

*   Encouraging chapter participation in the Section meeting by the use of Facetime/Skype for 
chapter chairs otherwise unable to attend the meetings. 
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2015-2017 SE SECTION 99S 
 
OFFICERS 
 
Governor:   Myra Bugbee  2015-2017 
Vice Governor:  Mae Marquet  2015-2017 
Secretary:   Marilyn Shafer 2015-2017 
Treasurer:   Jeanne Burklund 2015-2017 
Director:   Carol Voss   2015-2017 
Director:   Karen Weldon  2015-2017 
Immediate Past Governor: Terry Carbonell  2015-2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SECTION MEETINGS 
 
FALL 2015:  Huntsville, AL – Hosted by the Alabama Chapter 
What a “blast” we had at the Fall Blast, as we visited the U. S. Space and Rocket Center.  
An affiliate of the Smithsonian Museum and the Official Visitor Center for NASA’s 
Space Flight Center, the U.S. Space and Rocket center houses the largest collection of 
rockets and space memorabilia in the world.  We, Ninety-Nines, wiggled into the rocket 
capsules, imagining ourselves counting down and ready for blast off.  We learned more 
about the space shuttle program and NASA’s journey to putting a man on the moon.  We 
saw the original Mercury and Gemini capsule trainers and learned about the space camp 
for children.  After visiting Fed Ex’s cargo facilities, we saw the Panalpina Boeing 747’s 
operations and learned that Huntsville expanded its runway just for the giant aircraft and 
now serves as one of the busiest hubs in the country.   FlyQuest provided a delicious 
barbeque lunch and opportunities to test fly its simulators. We renamed our SE Section 
Scholarship the New Horizons Memorial Scholarship.  It will memorialize the SE Section 
99s who passed to New Horizons during the previous year and also highlights the new 
horizons that the recipient will encounter as she achieves her goal supported by the 
scholarship. 
 
We implemented strategies to 1) build relationships and our community of 99s and 2) 
interactive Minds on / Hands on Strategies that provided a means to establish a shared 
vision and also that members could take back to their own chapters to promote growth 
and develop leadership teams.  Our Getting to Know You activity was a BINGO game 
that provided a framework for conversation starters.  In the Minds on / Hands on 
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educational strategy, we broke the large group into small groups to develop strategies and 
action plans that address 4 essential questions about our organization: 

1. What skills make a good mentor and how can using those skills increase 
membership? 

2. How can we influence our communities and be recognized as an asset? 
3. In what ways can scholarships and aerospace education empower women? 
4. How can we use technology to support our organization? 

 
Finally, chapters presented fast paced reports and shared wonderful ideas for flying 
activities, air-marking, educational events, and more for other chapters to try. 
 
Spring 2016:  Daytona Beach, FL – Hosted by the FL Spaceport and   Daytona 

Beachin’ Eagles Chapters 
Wave Your Wings was a perfect theme for Daytona.  In a collaborative venture with 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Ninety-nines from eight states experienced a high 
altitude chamber and discovered how lack of oxygen affects them during flying.  The 
college provided tours to explore the Aerospace Engineering Program and the College of 
Aviation.  Many also participated in a private tour of Florida’s largest university-based 
research telescope.  Some participated in a seminar about flying gliders, while others 
actually flew a glider, performed aerobatics in a Pitts, or perfected tail wheel skills in 
flying a J3 Cub. 
 
At the Dessert under the Stars Welcome Reception, we made delicious ice cream sundaes 
and heard a panel of speakers discuss “Outreach: How to Attract More Women in Male-
Dominated Fields.” 
 
Our Ninety-Nines participated in a scavenger hunt on the way to the section meeting.  
This community-building activity provided a framework for discussions and building 
relationships.  Of course, prizes were given to those who completed the activity. Our 
Minds on / Hands on interactive activity guided members to identify their strengths and 
passions to determine how they could best serve the needs of their chapters and our 
section.  The take-away was a large puzzle with interlocking individual pieces indicating 
each participant’s strength and commitment to her chapter.  A Participation Rubric could 
also be taken back to individual chapters to identify ways members could become more 
active.  We awarded the first New Horizons Memorial Scholarship. 
 
Fall 2016:  Fall Creek Falls State Park, Spencer, TN – Hosted by the SE Section of 

the 99s 
This Back to Basics Section Meeting was family friendly and boasted a low registration 
fee of $25.  Educational seminars, Survival Training and Family Flying, captivated 
participants.  Families could camp, hike, horseback ride, golf, or participate in a rigorous 
zip line / obstacle course.  In the evening, everyone gathered at Terry Carbonell’s cabin 
for the Hospitality Room, as well as singing and roasting marshmallows around a bon 
fire.  President, Jan McKenzie, our International Representative, was impressed with the 
positive energy and excitement of the SE Section members.  
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The generous gift from the estate of Cheryl Chichocki allowed us to further the mission 
of the 99s.  Our members voted to support education/scholarships by raising the amount 
of our New Horizons Memorial Scholarship to $2500 and also donate $5000 to support 
the new marketing / branding plan at the International level.  The Minds on / Hands on 
activity resulted in creating elevator speeches, a quick 30-second way to talk to someone 
about the 99s and a way to share our passion about the 99s and to recruit or retain 
members.  Two elevator speeches are posted on the SE Section website. 
 
Spring 2017: Miccosukee Resort, Miami, FL – Hosted by the FL Goldcoast Chapter 

with support from the Treasure Coast Chapter 
Airplanes, Alligators, and Airboats was the theme for this SE Section Meeting, held at 
the Miccosukee Resort in Miami, FL.  Many members rode an airboat through the unique 
area of the Everglades.  Members attended the welcome reception, held at the Wings 
Over Miami Museum, in vintage costumes of Rosie the Riveter, Amelia Earhart, pin up 
girls, and soldiers.  Mary Ann Claret and Angela Homoky, the first two females to fly a 
general aviation airplane to Havana, presented an educational seminar, Flying to Cuba.  
Mikki Kline led members in an early morning workout session prior to the business 
meeting.  Tours of the American Airlines Hangar and the Miami Tower were interesting 
to all who attended. 
 
The community building activity began several weeks prior to the section meeting.  I 
invited attendees to share a “little known fact” about themselves.  I put the answers into a 
BINGO sheet.  Guests enjoyed talking to each other to identify those facts and start 
conversations.  New officers directors were installed and the Minds on / Hands on 
interactive activity shared information that will help the new Governor set goals for the 
upcoming two years.  A banquet with speaker Dr. Shelia Chamberlain rounded out the 
events of the weekend.  This was the highest attended SE Section Meeting in recent 
memory, with 78 members and guests. 
 
Goals and Accomplishments 
 

1) Building our Relationships with community-building activities (Getting to 
Know Us Activities) 

2) Teaching strategies, through interactive Minds on / Hands on Activities, to the 
SE Section leaders enabled our leaders to implement ideas at their chapter levels 
to make their chapters and leadership teams stronger 

3) Increasing Membership – I challenged our members to reach 600 members by 
the time my term was concluded.  At that time, we were 601 members strong! 

4) New Chapters – Some of our chapters span hundreds of miles and the distance 
makes it difficult for some members to regularly participate.  Therefore, we 
encouraged leaders to start new chapters that could meet the needs of our 
members.  We chartered three new chapters: 

a. FL Heartland -- November 2015 
b. Treasure Coast – May 2016 
c. Sarasota Ladybugs – August 2016 
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d. Georgia was in a “holding pattern” for several years. We rejuvenated and 

renamed them the Georgia Flying Belles – January 2017. 
e. Middle Tennessee was also in a “holding pattern.”  We relocated and 

renamed them, Appalachian Aviatrixes – February 2017. 
5) Mapping Project – Each SE Section member was marked with a pushpin on a 

wall-sized map of the SE Section.  This project created a visual image of where 
each member lives and provided an opportunity to encourage members to 
participate in chapter activities nearest their location. 

6) Collaboration – Also, to establish more participation and support, we 
encouraged chapters to plan joint activities (flying, educational, community 
outreach, and fun). 

7) Scholarships – The New Horizons Memorial Scholarship is a SE Section 
Scholarship for any SE Section 99 for any rating, Private Pilot and beyond.  Many 
individual chapters also provide scholarships, totaling approximately $15,000 per 
year. 

8) Fiscal Responsibility 
a. We are financially sound with the donation from an estate and with 

fundraisers of wine glasses, 99s jewelry, and 99s charms. 
b. We held an audit of the SE Section finances for the first time in many, 

many years.  The report was positive and a few minor suggestions were 
quickly implemented. 

9) WASP – It became the responsibility of the SE Section to host the WASP at Sun 
‘n’ Fun.  It has been a truly enlightening experience and an honor to get to know 
our historical treasures and serve as their escorts and organizer at Sun ‘n' Fun. 

10) Mentoring – I am passionate about mentoring for success and the long-term 
sustainability of our organization.  We have implemented formal and informal 
means of mentoring our members.  We held a Governor’s Retreat after each fall 
section meeting in which any member could attend, get to know the Governor, 
and make suggestions for improving the section. I began mentoring the 
prospective new governor several months before she took office by inviting her to 
attend an IBOD Meeting and Governor’s Council Meeting in OKC, 
communicating with her, copying her on emails and ended my term with a mini-
Governor’s Retreat, which was an intense, focused, four-day period of transition 
with the new Governor. 

 
It has truly been my pleasure and an honor to serve as the SE Section Governor from 
May 2015 – May 2017.  We continue to improve, create an environment of excitement 
among our members, and inspire all generations to explore aviation. 
 
Myra Bugbee, Governor 
SE Section Ninety-Nines, 2015-2017 
 
 
 

Fly, Learn, Mentor, Inspire 
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